
From Fr. Jeremy

The Trinity: A Needed Doctrine For Our Times

Friends,

This weekend we celebrate the Trinitarian mystery of God as Father, Son, and Spirit.  
Calling something a “mystery” is not to say that we can’t say anything about it ;  it  is to 
say that we can’t say everything about it .   We can speak about the mystery because of 
what God has revealed and told us about Himself.   However, it  sti l l  took time for the 
Church to make sense of it  in theological terms.  Starting with the Council of Nicea 
in 325 A.D., Christianity has defined this mystery as “three persons in one nature/
substance.”  God exists not as a solitary unit,  but rather as a communion of persons 
united in one being.  

Once one accepts what has been revealed by God, the mystery often begins to unfold 
and take on an inner logic.  This seems to be what St.  Anselm meant by “faith seeking 
understanding.”  We likely would have never come up with a Trinitarian God with our 
own reason unless God told us.  But once we accept the mystery of the Triune God, it 
is amazing how we can see ref lections of the mystery in all  sorts of intelligible things.  
Consider the structure of love: that love always seems to have the threefold dynamic 
of lover, beloved, and love.  Similarly, the exchange of a gift has the threefold dynamic 
of giver, receiver, and gift given.  So the mystery of God opens up to us as a dynamic 
exchange of love between lover, beloved, and the love that f lows between the two.   In 
a certain sense, we might say that the Scriptural declaration that “God is love” (1 John 
4:8) is an incredibly Trinitarian statement!

The meaning of the Trinity for the structure of reality is a game-changer.  It  means that 
there is a principle of distinction (personhood) and a principle of unity (nature) within 
God.  It  also means that the nature of God is the eternal exchange of reciprocal and 
overf lowing love.  In a world ravished by so many divisions (please see Bishop Thomas’ 
letter on the next page), the Trinity calls us to f ind unity within difference and to 
exhaust ourselves with effusive and generous love.

God Bless,

Fr. Jeremy

P.S. Fr. Alan Zobler will  be celebrating the 4:30 p.m. Mass this weekend as I have a 
wedding in Michigan.



“Statement of Bishop Daniel E. Thomas on
The Death of George Floyd and the Resulting Aftermath”

 “I can’t breathe.” The harrowing plea of George Floyd as he was violently robbed of his 
life,  now seared into our minds, hearts and souls;  and the chanting of that phrase in protests,  many 
tragically marked by violence and vandalism, are a stark reminder that hatred, racism and injustice 
are alive and well.  Attacks on human life cannot be tolerated because each human life has inherent 
dignity and all  human life is sacred. The right to life is the f irst and most fundamental principle 
of human rights that leads us actively to work for a greater respect for human life and a greater 
commitment to justice and peace. 

 United with Catholics throughout the Diocese of Toledo and together with all  people 
of good will,  we denounce in the strongest terms immoral actions which are the poison fruit of 
racism; and we denounce immoral actions which are born of hatred and result in unbridled violence. 
"Love compels each of us to resist racism courageously. It  requires us to reach out generously to the 
victims of this evil,  to assist the conversion needed in those who sti l l  harbor racism, and to begin to 
change policies and structures that al low racism to persist" Open Wide Our Hearts:  The Enduring 
Call To Love, A Pastoral Letter Against Racism (USCCB, Nov 2018, p. 18). 

 While it  might be easy to denounce racism and violence in a written statement, in 
a catchphrase on a poster,  or in a political call  for systemic change; it  is far from easy to stop and 
examine where they have their roots:  in one’s own heart,  thoughts, intentions, speech and attitudes. 
It  is never easy for anyone to identify any sin or vice and work courageously to eradicate it ,  never 
easy to work to replace it  with goodness and virtue. Only such an examination leads to a "genuine 
conversion of heart,  a conversion that will  compel change, and the reform of our institutions and 
society" (p. 7).  Only personal ongoing conversion from evil  and sin can lead to the healing so 
desperately needed today.

 Pope Francis exhorts us: “My friends, we cannot tolerate or turn a blind eye to racism 
and exclusion in any form and yet claim to defend the sacredness of every human life.  At the same 
time, we have to recognize that the violence of recent nights is self-destructive and self-defeating. 
Nothing is gained by violence and so much is lost…let us implore the national reconciliation and 
peace for which we yearn.”

 As we pledge our prayers for the repose of George Floyd, for al l  who have lost their 
lives,  and for their grieving loved ones, we pray together for our broken and wounded nation. Most 
of al l  do we pray that every person so disturbed and outraged by the events of these last days will 
work to promote and protect that peace and justice which is the right of al l  citizens, no matter their 
race. We cannot condone the brutality of some in law enforcement which led to the horrif ic death 
of George Floyd; we cannot condone the violence of some protesters which brutalizes and ruins the 
livelihoods of ordinary citizens.
 “If one member of the body suffers,  al l  suffer together” (1Cor 12:26). In this moment 
we are all  suffering, united in particular with the suffering African American community. In this 
moment, we cannot lose sight of George Floyd’s struggle to breathe, nor be deaf to the “I can’t 
breathe” of the countless voices of those for whom there is no one to speak. Nor can we be blind to 
those who try to manipulate this moment of suffering to promote an agenda of hatred and foment 
division to pit us one against the other. 

 As members of the human race, in this moment, it  feels diff icult to breathe. The 
violence we have all  witnessed has left us breathless.  We look forward to that day when, moved by 
the Holy Spirit,  the Breath of God, we can stand united as one human family in a society moving 
toward hope and healing. We look forward to that day when the harrowing plea “I can’t breathe” has 
been transformed into a full  throated “I can breathe freely!”;  where each human person can breathe 
deeply of the pure air of mercy, love, harmony, peace, justice, understanding and respect for each 
human person!







Returning to Mass at
Corpus Christi University Parish
Returning to Mass at
Corpus Christi University Parish

General Considerations
• These guidelines have been developed in consultation with public health recommendations, diocesan guide-

lines, and the specific situation of our community here at CCUP
• Attendance at weekend Mass continues to be optional

• It remains advisable that those particularly at risk (the elderly, sick, and those with pre-existing condi-
tions) refrain from attendance

• Live-stream of the 11 a.m. Mass will continue for those who remain at home
• Daily Masses (M,W,F at 12:05 p.m.) will be held in the main church and may provide a good opportunity 

to attend Mass with limited physical contact
• We can mitigate risk but not eliminate it

• Any public gathering involves increased risk of exposure
• Not everyone who returns to Mass will be as sensitive to certain matters as we are
• Since the diocese has decided to recommend most changes rather than mandate them, our hope is that 

people will be responsible in following the guidelines and respecting the decisions of others

Before you arrive…
• Please note our summer Mass times: 

• Saturday - 4:30 p.m. - No Music
• Sunday - 9:00 a.m. - NEW MASS for the summer months
• Sunday - 11:00 a.m.

• After each Mass, staff will be disinfecting chairs, door handles, restrooms, and other areas and objects used 
in common.

• Masks/Face-Coverings will not be mandated at CCUP, but it is highly recommended that those in the congre-
gation wear one while in the building. 
• Disposable masks will be available at Mass if you’d like one.

• Hand sanitizer will be available when you enter and exit, but providing your own will allow our limited sup-
ply to last longer. 

• Worship aids will be available when you enter church (hymnal use is discontinued), but you can print it 
ahead of time at home if you prefer.  It will be available on our website by Friday at 5 p.m. 
• Bulletins will continue to be emailed and available on our website, but will not be printed

What to expect...



When you arrive…
• Try to stagger your arrival and entrance into the building so to avoid a large build up of individuals enter-

ing at the same time.
• Secure collection boxes will be available near the baptismal font for all donations/weekly offerings.  Col-

lection baskets will not be passed during the Mass.
• Baptismal font will be empty.
• If you live with them, you can sit with them is the general rule.  Please leave at least two chairs be-

tween you or your group and another individual or group.  You’ll notice we’ve removed a significant 
amount of chairs to meet the guideline of limiting the church to 50% capacity.  Sitting in groups with 
space between will ensure we can seat the maximum amount of people but in a safe manner.

• There will be overflow seating arrangements if we reach capacity in the church

During Mass…
• Sing in a modest manner.  We will still have music and a limited choir, but we encourage the congrega-

tion to sing modestly (especially if not wearing a mask) to lower the risk of spreading infection. 
• There will be NO MUSIC at the 4:30 Mass or Daily Masses for those particularly concerned about 

infection through singing
• No Offertory Presentation of Gifts
• The Our Father will continue to be prayed without holding hands.
• The Sign of Peace will continue to be suspended.
• The distribution of the Precious Blood is suspended.
• The Communion line will be single file based on section.  Fr. Jeremy will announce instructions before 

Communion.  Tape will be on the floor to ensure social distancing. 
• It is encouraged that the Eucharist be received on the hand instead of on the tongue.

When you leave…
• Dismissal will follow the general flow of row by row starting from the back 

• Hospitality after Mass is discontinued and congregating in the Gathering Space after Mass is dis-
couraged.  Please feel free to congregate in the parking lot according to social distance recommenda-
tions.  

• For those who would like to continue to pray after Mass, the Daily Chapel will be open for this pur-
pose.  Please proceed directly there after dismissal. 

• Recycling bins will be available in the gathering space to dispose of worship aids.
• Father Jeremy will announce at the end of the Mass where he will greet people after Mass 

Whether you decide to worship with us in person or not, you are still a part of our church family. 
Please be patient with us as we navigate this exciting yet difficult time together.





SAVE THE DATE
for 50th 

Anniversary 
Events this Fall

On August 14, 2020, our parish will 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
its founding.  Pastoral Council in 
conjunction with our parish staff are 
planning a series of events to celebrate 
the history and legacy of our parish.

Aug

16
2020

Oct

2-4
2020

Sunday Mass at 4:30 p.m. in the Ingman Room of the Student 
Union to memorialize the days of the “pilgrim church.”  
Community dinner and social event to follow. 

Events and liturgies on Homecoming weekend to bring 
together students, permanent community, and alumni.  
More details to come.

Oct

13
2020

Lecture by Dr. Richard Gaillardetz on Vatican II’s reception and 
its legacy going forward | 6:00 p.m. at CCUP

Oct

22
2020

Annual Toledo Symphony performance at CCUP with a 50th 
anniversary flare.

Can You Lend Your T ime & Talent?
We have a great group already working on preparations for these events. However, we would love other 
interested parishioners to join the committees working on planning these events. We can use help with 
such tasks as 

• Event planning
• Promotion/publicity 
• Alumni and permanent community outreach

If you would like to learn more about how you can help or are interested in plugging in to one of these 
groups, contact Pastoral Council member Mark Tooman at mctooman@buckeye-access.com.

Events subject to change based on developments in 
the public health situation this fall




